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What is 
Digital Humanities?1





What is Digital Humanities?

The (critical) use of computational or digital methods 
for investigating and exploring the humanities









DH Project Types

TEXT ANALYSIS DATA VISUALISATION MAPPING / GIS

ONLINE EXHIBIT MULTIMEDIA NARRATIVE DIGITAL EDITION

TOPIC MODELING 3D IMAGING CROWDSOURCING



DH Project Model

Sources OutputProcesses





How Did They Make That?

● Methods, processes and tools central to DH
● Implications for outputs
● Relevance to Open Science



Digital Humanities 
and Open Science2



“

“Open science is the movement to 
make scientific research, data and 

dissemination accessible to all 
levels of an inquiring society.

[https://www.fosteropenscience.eu/taxonomy/term/7]



Open Science

Commonly held to encompass: 

◉ Open Source Software
◉ Open Data
◉ Open Access
◉ Open Notebooks
◉ Open Research Data



Digital Humanities 
and Open Science

◉ Challenges around Open Science & HSS
◉ Digital Humanities an easier match? 
◉ Rethinking outputs



DH Project Model (again)

Sources OutputProcesses



Digital Humanities 
and Libraries3



http://www.inthelibrarywiththeleadpipe.org/2012/dhandthelib/



Digital Humanities 
and Libraries

◉ Library as collector, curator, creator
○ Researcher roles

◉ Library as collaborator, partner
◉ Library as space
◉ Content access routes

○ APIs
○ Collections as Data
○ Cultural Heritage Reuse Charter





Publishing and  
Digital Humanities4



Digital Humanities Journals

Archive Journal
Frontiers in Digital Humanities
DHQ Digital Humanities Quarterly
DSH Digital Scholarship in the Humanities 
Digital Studies / Le champ numérique
Journal of Cultural Analytics
JDH Journal of Digital Humanities
Journal of the Text Encoding Initiative
Thresholds



[culturalanalytics.org/]



[openthresholds.org]



[sup.org/digital]



Challenges / 
Opportunities5



Challenges / Opportunities

◉ DH is experimental 
○ Flexible approach

◉ DH is collaborative
○ Researcher as library, researcher as publisher

◉ New outputs - tools, methods, data
○ Standards, interoperability, reusability, openness
○ New publishing methods too

◉ New infrastructures
○ Post publication peer review



@lib_liam   

liam.odwyer@dcu.ie

Thank you
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