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WHAT ARE LINKED OPEN DATA?

▸ Information about various topics 
(ENTITIES), expressed in a formal 
language (RDF) using controlled 
vocabularies (ONTOLOGIES and 
TAXONOMIES) to define categories 
and relationships. This language is 
both human and machine readable. 
If the entities are associated to 
unambiguous identifiers, machines 
can discover and visualise 
connections with other datasets, 
expressed in the same format 

Image from: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linked_data

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linked_data
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WHY LINKED OPEN DATA?

▸ More data! 

▸ Connected data (serendipity and discovery) 

▸ Multiple perspectives (disciplines, backgrounds, 
cultural identities) 

▸ Further data processing 

▸ Data reuse (sustainability)
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PELAGIOS’ PERIPLEO 
OR WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU START LINKING HISTORICAL DATA ON A MAP
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PELAGIOS’ RECOGITO 
OR MAKING SEMANTIC ANNOTATIONS THE EASY WAY
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PELAGIOS COMMONS 

▸ Networking 

▸ Encouraging collaboration with other projects 

▸ Discussing, consolidating and supporting best practice 

▸ Small grants funding scheme (sponsored by the A. W. 
Mellon Foundation) 

▸ Participate to the activities of the wider community of 
Linked Pasts
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WHAT HAS THE COMMUNITY DONE WITH OUR TOOLS?

! Analysing historical texts from spatial 
perspectives, 

! Annotating, comparing and geo-
referencing maps, 

! Teaching, 

! Training NER algorithms, 

! Annotating complex, multi-layered 
images, 

! Crowd-annotation events for libraries.
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▸ New historical gazetteers (Kima, 
Croala, LatAm, OttRec), 

▸ Classical World Vector Tiles, 

▸ Discussing new standards and 
guidelines (Linked Places format, 
Urban Gazetteers, Linked Texts 
recommendations), 

▸ Collaborations with other projects 
(Syriaca, Chronicles of Galāwandawos), 

▸ Making resources more accessible to 
non-anglo users (Pelagios al Sur, 
CALCS, Multilingualism WG), Recogito 
interface translation sprint.

More at: commons.pelagios.org/resource-development-grants/

SOME OF THE INITIATIVES WE SUPPORTED

Maps of Roman Iberia from the Itiner-e project

http://commons.pelagios.org/chronicles-of-galawdewos/
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WHAT’S THE FUTURE OF PELAGIOS?

▸ Pelagios Association: January 2019. 

▸ Documentation of our tools. 

▸ Documentation of workflows, involving other tools and 
software. 

▸ Creation of digital “packages” to run events, workshops, 
teaching modules. 

▸ Sustainability by collaboration.
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