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Harness the Power of Peer Review

Peer review is at the 
heart of research



Harness the Power of Peer Review

Challenges finding reviewers

ɱ

Falling reviewer uptake rates

ɱ

Slow turnaround times

Retractions

ɱ

Predatory publishing

ɱ

Fraudulent review risks

But it’s under fire



Our mission is
to speed up research
by harnessing the power
of peer review



Harness the Power of Peer Review

Four keys to trust, transparency, and efficiency in peer review

1. Turn peer review into a rewarding activity

2. Expand and improve the pool of available 
reviewers

3. Provide tools to improve the efficiency of 
the review process

4. All of this needs to happen at scale
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Harness the Power of Peer Review

Publons has been acquired by Clarivate Analytics

The scale, reach, and neutrality of Clarivate Analytics makes it possible 
for us to rapidly take on and solve key issues in peer review for 

researchers, publishers, institutions, and funders.



Harness the Power of Peer Review

200k+
reviewers

1m+
reviews

25k+
journals

20,000+ reviews last week



Harness the Power of Peer Review

Publons turns peer review into a measurable research output



Harness the Power of Peer Review

Reviewers are at the heart of every journal community

Reviewers are authors, readers 
and repeat reviewers

Defend against fraud 
and retractions 

Expert, motivated reviewers 
improve the quality of what is 

published

Efficient review reduces
 editor admin, time and costs



Harness the Power of Peer Review

Publishers can recognise reviewers through Publons

Automatic verification of 
reviews

YesAdd this review 
to Publons?

No

Fully integrated into 
review submission 

system.

Publisher branding



Harness the Power of Peer Review

Creating a community of researchers who are more likely to review 
for, and submit to your journals

“I’m more likely to submit papers to and more 
likely to review papers for [partnered journal].”

- Rob W. Briddon

"I am more likely to carry out a review now. I 
feel that Publons does deliver on helping me get 
credit for peer review.”

- Alex Bateman
EMBL European Bioinformatics Institute



What’s new?



Harness the Power of Peer Review

A new measure for the distribution of workload 
across a population.

Modelled on the Gini coefficient, we are able to 
measure how communities of reviewers 
contribute.

Who is doing the review? Introducing the Review Distribution Index
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Harness the Power of Peer Review

Rethinking how we find, screen, and contact reviewers



Harness the Power of Peer Review

Rethinking how we find, screen, and contact reviewers

● 200k+ reviewers
● 1m+ reviews

● 7m+ authors
● 100m+ citations
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Rethinking how we find, screen, and contact reviewers

● 200k+ reviewers
● 1m+ reviews

● 7m+ authors
● 100m+ citations

View of Researcher
● Publication, editorial, and review history
● Bio and institutional affiliations
● Current review workload

Comprehensive researcher database
Publons’ rapidly growing reviewer database 
augments the Web of Science citation index 
to provide recommendations from over 7 
million authors. 

Support for all major editorial management systems



Harness the Power of Peer Review

Rethinking how we find, screen, and contact reviewers



Publons
Trust, transparency, and 
efficiency through peer 
review

andrew@publons.com
             @arhpreston


