
MIND over

MEDIUM



Reading

to become 
acquainted with 
or look over the 
contents of 
(something, such 
as a book)



When it comes to reading



We’re not 
in Kansas 
anymore



“We human beings are 
not just the product of 
what we read, but how 
we read.” -Maryanne Wolf

“Each medium, independent 
of the content it mediates, 
has its own intrinsic effects 
which are its unique 
message.” –Marshall McLuhan



Medium 
Affects 
Content



Medium 
Affects 
Reading
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Deep Reading



Print Desktop
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Hyper Reading



Print Desktop Smartphone

LINEAR NONLINEAR

Utility Reading



Books Pages Messages

LINEAR NONLINEAR
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How do we 
get 
lengthy 
linear text



Onto a 
concise 
nonlinear 
medium



Smartphones 
Have Rules



Users  
Control the 
Medium

Users decide how the App will behave 

1st Rule



Preview & 
Search for 
Content

Images, headlines and summaries provide guideposts

2nd Rule



Minimize 
Content 
Scrolling

Short-form (< 1000 words) is prevalent on smartphones

3rd Rule



Send 
Relevant 
Information

Content is pushed to the user 

4th Rule



How do we 
apply the 
rules when…



Pages are 
designed for 
books and 
websites… 



Smartphones 
are designed 
for messages



What if we 
transform 
paragraphs 
into 
messages 
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And store the messages as objects
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We can stream the objects to smartphones 



We can attach images… 



We can attach audio… 



We can attach video… 



We can attach maps… 



We can attach notifications… 



Preview Search Read Receive
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Smartphone is 

the MEDIUM



Mobile Publishing Technology



Thank 
You




