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Yet the creation of colonial empires
following the international thrust of
capital proved to be only a temporary
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the productive forces and the political
form within which this development had
taken place : the nation-state. Given the
poverty and low growth rates of the
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It is not surprising that the first move in
questioning the status quo should have
been made by Germany, which had
assumed the industrial leadership of
Europe and hence was in a position to
challenge a colonial share-out
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force of arms. The prospect of the
continent's unification under German
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European powers: Japan and the United
States. In the event, US intervention on
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4 33. Crowd Never Cheered >
people were resigned to the war,
accepting it as a fatality they could not
prevent. But passive resignation was a
far cry from enthusiastic support. And
that was something largely absent from
any country at the war's outset.
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Capitalism implies competition. With
the emergence of large corporations and
cartels — i.e. the advent of monopoly
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