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We didn’t always look like this… 



We used to look like this…. 



And this…. 



Now its mostly this… 



And mostly this too… 



Which is one reason for this… 





This is another reason… 



Most authors haven’t gone to Stockholm… 



About 60 % of our 

feature stories are 
written by scientists! 



They are people committed to enthralling non-
scientists with science  



How do you 
get from 

this…. 

…to this? 

(That’s “The 
accretion and impact 

history of the 
ordinary chondrite 
parent bodies” in 

Geochimica et 
Cosmichimica Acta) 



And tell readers about this? 



Start here: scientist suggests story 



1. Editors ponder story, debate story, try and 
figure out why general readers would be 
interested in the story. 
 
2. Author writes first draft of story. 
 
3. Then the fun stuff happens 



Authors get edits… 



Sometimes its more, um, involved. 



Sometimes there are just a few tweaks 



Not reaching out to your readers, and using language 
you and your fellow specialists understand but non-
scientists do not, is a prime reason for lots of red ink 

 



When you spend the time to think about how 
your readers perceive your words, and meet 

them on their level and not force them to 
struggle to yours, you combine the smarts of a 

scholar with the craft of a storyteller. 
 

You don’t dumb down. You wise up. You 

combine accessibility with knowledge. 
 

You are able to tell people why what you do 
matters. 
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