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tion, most have had hmited exposure to formal research
(Dorfman & Lipscomb, 2005). As novice researchers,
they must develop both conceptual and procedural knowl-
edge of the research process. This usually involves leamn-
ing to read and understand research as well as becoming
acquainted with the fundamental philosophies, con-
structs, techniques, and materials used when conducting
research. Recent advances in technology have provided
an increasing array of tools that researchers are using ina
variety of ways to facilitate all stages of the research pro-
cess. Yet little is known about the importance music edu-
cation researchers place on the technological tools
currently available or what role these tools might have in
the development of graduate music education research-
ers. Identifying technologies that may provide affor-
dances to researchers, and sharing that information with
the profession, including graduate students, would seem
to be important.

# virtually nonexistent in music education. A
study that has some bearing on the subject is the fthaka
S+R US Faculty Survey 2012 (Housewright, Schonfeld,
& Waulfson, 2013). The Ithaka S+R organization is a non-

journal articles, TS A O cducational mate-
rials, reading them in full text online; and Portico,” a

colleges and universities from across the Unr
a triennial basis since 2000. Several of the findings
their most recent study conducted in 2012 are applicable
to the topic of technology and research. The following
discussion is based on both the formal report (Housewright
et al., 2013) and a presentation of the report (Marcum &
Schonfeld, 2013).

The Ithaka S+R researchers asked the scholars how
they located literature relevant to their research. Eighty-
one percent of the participants strongly agreed with the
statement “When [ am looking for journal articles and
monographs in the course of my research, I often use a
variety of different sources, including the library, schol-
arly databases, and mainstream search engines” (Marcum
& Schonfeld, 2013, p. 10). In addition, 26% of partici-
pants said they found it “very frustrating” (p. 14) to use a
variety of different tools and databases to find and access
be materials they need. So, while many different sources
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are used, using them may cause frustration. Perhaps this
is due to the variety of interfaces employed by these tools
and databases and may point to the need for classes and
other forms of professional development on their use.
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& Frierson-Campbell, 2013; Gall, Gall. & Borg. 2007;
Gay, Mills, & Airasian, 2012; Johnson, & Christensen,
2012; Leedy & Ormrod, 2013). While several books have
companion websites to be used by the instructor and stu-
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