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What is eLife?

* A collaboration between funders and the research community to
improve research communication

» Aresearcher-led digital publication for outstanding work across
the life sciences

« A platform to maximize the reach and influence of new research
and to showcase new approaches for the presentation and
assessment of research
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How 1is the user
interaction with content
being transformed?
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Economic Impact of the
Human Genome Project

How a $3.8 billion investment drove $796 billion in economic impact,

created 310,000 jobs and launched the genomic revolution
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Cost of publishing is one
of the costs of research
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eLife — goals

Open
access

Catalyse

change

Swift, fair Exploit
decisive elfefife]
process media
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eLife — scope

- BROAD

From basic and theoretical work to
translational, applied and clinical research.

« SELECTIVE

Highly influential work that advances understanding,
opens new doors or has real-world impacts.
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Editorial Leadership
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The eLife editorial process

Swift triage

process by Limit submissions entering peer review
Senior Editors

BRE member

/ ACHOSEOEIE  Consultation amongst reviewers before decision
reviewers

Decision after

' Single set of instructions — focused revision
BRSNS  peer review

Revision
assessed by Limit rounds of revision
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Top researchers argue for a fresh

approach to peer review

End the wasteful tyranny of reviewer

experiments

Peer review of scientific papers in top journals
is bogged down by unnecessary demands for
extra lab work, argues Hidde Ploegh.

Martin Raff, Alexander Johnson
- and Peter Walter

“The stress associated with publishing
experimental results...can drain much
of the joy from practicing science.”
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News

elife Labs Contact

Charter for Authors

elLife is run by editors who are leading researchers, who understand the
needs (and frustrations) of their peers in disseminating their results, and
who are acutely aware of the benefits of a positive publishing experience
for graduate students and post-docs. Our charter for authors demonstrates
our commitment to serving author interests — particularly those of early-
career researchers — throughout and beyond the publishing process.

+ We will deliver an outstanding editorial service that is constructive,
fair, swift, and decisive.

« We will maximise the influence of every author's published work,
through effective promotion, open access, and using digital media
to enhance the work.

+ We will demonstrate the significance of each article through
dynamic metrics and indicators of influence.

« We will take every opportunity to promote the careers of
researchers, especially those at early stages.

Learn more about the journal
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Born digital

* No limits to article number or length

 Make the formats as useful as possible

- Rich media encouraged
o Inclusion of underlying data

o Supplementary information limited to specific uses

 Facilitate addition of value after publication

o Metrics and indicators of influence
o Integration with new tools

eLIFE
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Altmetrics in the wild: Using social media to explore
scholarly impact

Jason Priem, Heather A. Piwowar, Bradley M. Hemminger
(Submitted on 20 Mar 2012)

In growing numbers, scholars are integrating social media tools like blogs, Twitter, and
Mendeley into their professional communications. The online, public nature of these tools
exposes and reifies scholarly processes once hidden and ephemeral. Metrics based on this
activities could inform broader, faster measures of impact, complementing traditional
citation metrics. This study explores the properties of these social media-based metrics or
"altmetrics”, sampling 24,331 articles published by the Public Library of Science.

We find that that different indicators vary greatly in activity. Around 5% of sampled articles
are cited in Wikipedia, while close to 80% have been included in at least one Mendeley
library. There is, however, an encouraging diversity; a quarter of articles have nonzero data
from five or more different sources. Correlation and factor analysis suggest citation and
altmetrics indicators track related but distinct impacts, with neither able to describe the
complete picture of scholarly use alone. There are moderate correlations between
Mendeley and Web of Science citation, but many altmetric indicators seem to measure
impact mostly orthogonal to citation. Articles cluster in ways that suggest five different
impact "flavors"”, capturing impacts of different types on different audiences; for instance,
some articles may be heavily read and saved by scholars but seldom cited. Together, these
findings encourage more research into altmetrics as complements to traditional citation
measures.
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Adding value in research communication

Research
outputs

Integrity Standards
Discovery Publication Open platforms

Organization Open content

Use and reuse
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