
In September 2010 an important agreement was reached 
between stakeholders which facilitates the access to reading 
materials for the print-disabled. This has been reached in 
conjunction with the publishing community and aims to 
support publishers in their efforts to create and expand their 
accessible content. 

The agreement outlines a system whereby works in 
accessible formats converted by specialised bodies, such as 
Braille, can be much more easily distributed across the EU 
Member States through a network of trusted bodies. The 
vision is for a noticeable increase in cross-border distribution 
of accessible versions of works within a year of signing. 

Welcoming a new 

chapter of greater access 

to books for people with 

print disabilities 

The importance of 
encouraging reading 
and literacy for all 
is vital. However, in 
some cases the right 
to access reading has 
been overlooked. This 
has been especially 
true for those people 
with a print disability, 
for instance sight loss, 
dyslexia or a disability 
which prevents them 
from accessing certain 
types of publication. 
But for those living 
with a print-disability, 
accessible versions of 
content are needed… 



Collaborative working between 
print-disabled and rightsowner groups
The agreement, or Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), has been developed 
over the past year and has been endorsed in the presence of the EU Commission 
on behalf of the publishing community by the following organisations: 

…and on behalf of the print-disabled community the MoU has been endorsed by: 

How the agreement will help the 
print-disabled, AND rightsowners

The MoU focuses specifically on five key areas to help facilitate the 
distribution of accessible works in a controlled way:

i) Supporting publishers’ efforts to produce accessible content: 

ii) Establishing rightsholder-representative bodies across Europe to act as the 
‘point of liaison’ between the Trusted Intermediary and the rightsowner 
community: 



iii) Developing a network of Trusted Intermediaries: 

iv) Enabling the TIs to create and provide accessible works across borders: 

v) Creation of an online European 
accessible e-books service: 



Next steps

 
Further Information
MoU: 
www.fep-fee.be
d.bishop@pls.org.uk

Accessibility Newsletter: 

i.forbes@pls.org.uk

Further questions:

Designed 
according to 
accessibility 
guidelines

Federation of European Publishers

The Publishers Association

The Publishers Licensing Society


